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22 collections and counting
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Why English Heritage

records plants



Organisations

Historic England

 National Advice and 

Information

 Government Advice

 Heritage Protection and 

Planning

 Designation

 Heritage Protection

 National Planning

 Historic Archive

English Heritage

 National Collection

 Historic Properties

 London Blue Plaques

 Curatorial



English Heritage

 66 Castles

 13 Agricultural & Industrial 

Sites

 3 Municipal Buildings

 6 Historical Bridges

 53 Prehistoric Sites

 23 Historic Gardens

 53 Roman Sites

 27 Forts & Defences

 2 Hill Figures

 3 Medieval Villages

 47 Halls, Houses & Domestic 

Dwellings

 47 London Statues

 7 Palaces

 1 Battlefield

 1 Cold War Bunker

 84 Ecclesiastical Sites















DOCUMENT TITLE

Why English Heritage records plants

 Plants are part of the national collection, as much as furniture, paintings, 

museum exhibits.

 English Heritage gardens are valuable historic resources which provide 

a living record of planting designs, landscape features, etc.

 Many hours of research spent to uncover historical information on each 

site and it is our responsibility to maintain the accessibility and continuity 

of this information for future custodians of our gardens and landscapes, 

and to share it with the public.

 Without historical records much of our work would lack cultural and 

historical significance and continuity.

 Support  decision making, allows changes to be tracked.



IrisBG and IT Teamwork
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Service Support Document 

 English Heritage

 Historic England shared service agreement:

 IT support and services:

Capita Secure Information Systems Limited

 GIS support and services:

Historic England GIS team
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IrisBG installation

 IrisBG

 5 concurrent users and unlimited plant collections

 Mapping component (WSG84)

 Data Import

 Installation / operation

 Users access IrisBG via Citrix XenApp, which connects to a back 

end SQL database.  There is both a test system, hosted by the 

Development Centre, and a production service.

 A Single Sign-On feature has been enabled for both the test and 

production environments so users can now log on using network 

credentials.





1 year on with IrisBG



















Plant Records Team



Senior Landscape Advisors / 

Plant Records Manager

Gardens

• Head Gardeners

• Garden Team

• Garden Volunteers

Development

• Fundraising

Estates

• Conservation Maintenance Managers

• Regional Landscape Advisors

Curatorial

• Gardens & Landscape

• Interpretation

IrisBG
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Supporting users

 User guide to embed data standards, data quality etc

 Additional topic sheets – tasks, item management, assets, etc

 One site 1-1 or 1-2 training

 Telephone calls

 Stepped User Roles

 Low number of mandatory data fields

 Importing data where possible – previous system, Tree Management 

System, digitising paper records etc

 Single sign on
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Data

 Details

 Accession year (target to complete annual accessioning by end of 

year so auto generated)

 Accession number (auto generated)

 Taxon name (the best name possible without too much work)

 Origin – contact / nursery

 Items

 Type – Planting (auto default)

 Location

 Status

 Date of planting

 Number of specimens







Christopher Weddell

+44 (0) 7702 961 300

christopher.weddell@english-heritage.org.uk


