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How Can My Garden Be 
More Sustainable?

Humboldthead, Flickr.com - https://www.flickr.com/photos/humboldthead/274190698



What does sustainability mean to you? 
How would you define sustainability?



To sustain:To cause or allow something to continue for a 
period of time; to keep alive (Cambridge Dictionary)



Greyloch, Flickr.com





https ://sustain.wisconsin.edu/sustainability/triple-bottom-line/



Environmental

Social

Economic 







Goals > 

Key Performance Indicators >

Strategies to achieve goals >





Why participate?

• Get to know your gardens strengths and 
weaknesses

• Get inspired by what other gardens are doing!

• Recognition: Digital ribbon, garden profile, 
social media coverage, and eligibility to win the 
Association’s Operational Sustainability award



Environmental: Water Quality and Consumption

Photo credit of San Antonio Botanical Garden



Environmental: Biodiversity and Conservation

Photo credit of North Carolina Botanical Garden



Environmental: Energy Use and Impacts

Chris Booth, Flickr.com



Environmental: Materials Management

Photo credit of 
Duke Farms



Photo by fauxels from Pexels

Social: Employee Development, Diversity, and Inclusion

https://www.pexels.com/@fauxels?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/group-of-people-standing-indoors-3184396/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels


Social: Sustainable Community Development
Photo credit of Holden Forests and Gardens



WabbitWanderer, Flickr.com

Social: Engagement, 
Outreach, and Education



Tarcio Saraiva, Flickr.com

Social: Health and Well-Being

https://www.flickr.com/photos/tarcio/


Kevin Muncie, Flickr.com

Economic: Climate Adaptation and Risk Management



Creative Sustainability, Flickr.com

Economic: Business Planning and Management



Darren and Brad, Flickr. com

Economic: Local/Regional Economic Health



Samuel Mann, Flickr. com

Economic: Strategic Planning, Design, and Governance





Thank you! 

To reach me: Alexis Bacon, abacon@publicgardens.org


